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Letter of Recommendation for

Andy and Kathy Moore
I’ve had the privilege of working with Andy and Kathy Moore from 1994 to the present on the Matsutake Mushroom Harvest Study at Diamond Lake Ranger District, Umpqua National Forest (UNF).  During this time, they have informally and formally volunteered on the Study; designing the study, identifying new matsutake clusters, performing treatments on the clusters, collecting data, and co-authoring a published science paper in 2006 on the Study entitled “Effects of mushroom harvest technique on subsequent American matsutake production”, published in Forest Ecology and and Management.   Without volunteer help from the Moore’s, the Study would have ended 10 years ago, due to Forest Service budgets.  Their dedication has helped the Forest Service learn about the sustainability of matsutake mushrooms on our public lands.  Andy continues to communicate our study findings on his own website at matsiman.com.
Andy and Kathy have many skills that would help them be successful in any endeavor.  They include:

· Taking pride in a job well done

· Excellent computer skills, both hardware and software

· Ability to be a self starters
· Excellent communication skills

· Great sense of humor

· Critical thinking and problem solving skills

· Positive, helping, and caring attitude towards co-workers and the public
· Ability to get the job done

· Good organizational skills

· Paying attention to detail

Andy and Kathy have recently had to move into their motor home, because the property they were caretakers of in Cave Junction was sold.  They are presently looking for opportunities to be volunteer campground hosts.  If you have a chance to hire them, you will not be disappointed.  They are very well prepared to do the best job possible and make it fun at the same time.  This is a rare combination in today’s world.  
/s/Richard S. Abbott, District Silviculturist and Staff Officer, rabbott@fs.fed.us 
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